Description:  This symposium considers the multiple ways in which indigenous peoples of the Americas, both North and South, and at different moments in time, mobilize official categories of "Indian" (or other relevant identities or categories) to advocate for greater access to the material and symbolic resources of the (post)colonial regimes within which they are caught up. Of equal importance to the event is a theoretical consideration of the ways in which, despite potential similarities in native experience, scholarship regarding the legal agency of indigenous peoples of the Americas often stops at the borders between north and south, colonial and national, curtailing comparisons, dialogue, and innovations. This event is thus designed to foster discussions across disciplinary and substantive divides, particularly between historians and anthropologists, scholars who work on indigenous issues in North and South America, and researchers focused on contemporary as well as colonial periods.  A panel presentation will set the stage for the second event, a more informal, roundtable discussion between invited speakers and UCI faculty who exploring possibilities for a more permanent program of indigenous studies at UCI, and the kinds of theoretical and research issues that might be the fulcrum for such an entity.

